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is tokl Blair a little too much, which is published1;
icks to it.     He is so much at the head of things
he has never been accustomed to be closely ex-
und  so  he   goes on quite smoothly.'    BOSWELL.
never  had   any body to  work" him.'    JOHNSON.
and a man  is seldom disposed to work himself;
-1 outfit to work himself, to be sure.'    Mr. M'Queen
reply3.
; talked of the strictness with which witnesses are . in courts of justice, Dr. Johnson told us, that Gar-ij[h accustomed.to face multitudes,when produced. :ss in Westminster-hall, was so disconcerted by a new publick appearance, that he could not understand ; asked'1. It was a cause where an actor claimed a fit \ that is to say, a benefit without paying the ex-the house; but the meaning of the term was dis-Criirrick was asked,' Sir, have you a free benefit ?' Upon what terms have you it?' 'Upon — the
>f......n. fi'cc benefit.'    He was dismissed as one from
.) information could be obtained. Dr. Johnson is u hard on our friend Mr. Garrick. When I asked / hi: did not mention him in the Preface to his i7V6, he said, ' Garrick has been liberally paid for any has done for Shakspeare. If I should praise him, I nvtch more praise the nation who paid him. He has k: Shakspeare better known"; he cannot illustrate
e Appendix to Blair's Critical Dissertation on the Pacms of .iicquecn is mentioned as one of his authorities for his state-
wfe, iv. 302, note i.
nk it but justice to say, that I believe Dr. Johnson meant to
ilr, M'Quccn's conduct to inaccuracy and enthusiasm, and did
n any severe imputation against him.   ROSWELL.
nirctti's trial {ante, ii. in, note 3) he seems to have given his
: clearly.    What he had to say, however, was not much.
,vell had spoken before to Johnson about this omission.  Ante,
AS been triumphantly asked,' Had not the plays of Shakspeare
Shakspeare; Swift, in his Character of Mrs. Johnson (Stella), says :—' Whether this proceeded from her easiness in general, or from her indifference to persons, or from her despair of mending them, or from the same practice which she much liked in Mr. Addison, I cannot determine; but when she saw any of the company very warm in a wrong opinion, she was more inclined to confirm them in it than oppose them. The excuse she commonly gave, when her friends asked the reason, was, " That it prevented noise and saved time." ' Swift's Works, xiv. 254,
